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Art Unit: 2624 

DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following communication: Non-Provisional application filed 
on 5/9/201. 

• Claims 1-19 are pending in application. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly indicative of 
the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: A stand-alone printer device for printing images from 
detachable memory devices. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 7, 13-14 are objected to because of the following informalities: spaces are needed 
between words/terms. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "said print control information" in lines 4-5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
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patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-2, 13-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hoshino et al (US 
6469770). 

Regarding claim 1, Hoshino discloses a printer device (stand-alone printer 100 includes 
LCD 120 and removable storage medium 111, fig. 13) capable of printing image information 
photographed with an electronic photograph device (removable memory device 111 contains 
photographed images, fig. 13), comprising: 

• mode setting means (LCD 120 of fig. 13 includes mode settings for setting control mode as 
shown in figs. 5-12) capable of setting a print control mode (i.e. print mode settings, fig. 11) in 
which said image information is printed based on said print control information (i.e. number of 
prints to be printed for a particular image/frame, figs. 4-12) written corresponding to said image 
information; 

• distinguishing means (CPU 141 for reading memory card 1 1 1 and to distinguish index images 
stored in memory card 111, fig. 13) for distinguishing a frame number (distinguishing individual 
index images as shown in fig. 4, col. 3, lines 25-28) to which said print control information is 
written (designating number of prints to be printed for a particular index image, fig. 12, for 
example, "triple prints") and a frame number to which said print control information is not 
written (i.e. method of selecting picture 94 allows users to select a specific frame to be printed, 
i.e. "select" option as shown in fig. 12 and also see figs. 5-6 for displaying all the frames and not 
all the frames will be printed due to user's option) when said print control mode is set; 

• calculating means (control unit 140, fig. 13, and please notes control unit 13 is for controlling 
an entire operation of an image forming apparatus, therefore, any inputs from LCD 120 for 
designating numbers of prints to be printed is controlled via control unit 140) for calculating a 
total number of prints (total number of prints to be printed, fig. 6, col. 7, lines 32-42) to be 
printed from said number of prints set in said respective frame numbers distinguished as having 
said print control information written therein; and 

• display means (LC D 120 of fig. 13 includes display unit for displaying information as shown 
in fig. 4) for displaying said total number of prints (total number of prints, fig. 6) calculated 
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when said print control mode is set, and displaying a message (display unit of LCD 120 
displaying variety of messages including print control mode settings as shown in figs. 3-12) that 
said print control mode is not set when said print control mode is not set (displaying types of 
print mode is set and/or not set as shown in figs. 11-12). 

Regarding claim 2, Hoshino further discloses a printer device according to claim 1, 
wherein said image information and said print control information are stored in a storage 
medium which is freely attachable/detachable in said printer device (removable memory device 
HI, fig. 13). 

Regarding claim 13, Hoshino discloses a printer device (stand-alone printer 100 includes 
LCD 120 and removable storage medium 111, fig. 13), comprising: 

• mode setting means (LCD 120 of fig. 13 includes mode settings for setting control mode as 
shown in figs. 5-12) for setting a print control mode in which print control information (i.e. 
number of prints, figs. 4-12) written corresponding to image information is read; 

• judging means (CPU 141, fig. 13) for judging whether or not a frame in which said image 
information and said print control information are written exists (designating number of prints to 
be printed for a particular frame 95, fig. 12) when said print control mode is set (i.e. method of 
selecting picture 94 allows users to select a specific frame to be printed, i.e. "select" option as 
shown in fig. 12 and also see figs. 5-6 for displaying all the frames and not all the frames will be 
printed due to user's option); 

• display means (LCD 120, fig. 13) capable of displaying at least information of printing; and 

• display control means (LCD 120, fig. 13) for making said display means display a message 
that said print control information is not set in any frame when said judging means judges that 
said print control information is not set in any frame (displaying types of print mode is set and/or 
not set as shown in figs. 11-12). 

Regarding claim 14, Hoshino further discloses a printer device according to claim 13, 
wherein image information photographed with said electronic photograph device and said print 
control information set corresponding to said predetermined image information are stored in a 
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storage medium which is freely attachable/detachable (removable storage device, fig. 13) in said 
printer device. 

Regarding claim 15, Hoshino further discloses a printer device according to claim 13, 
wherein said display control means makes said display means display a message that said print 
control information is not set in any frame by means of a character display employing a 7 
segment display (LCD 120, fig. 13) method. Please note: 7-segment display is wide available in 
the art. 

Regarding claim 16, Hoshino further discloses a printer device according to claim 13, 
wherein said display control means makes said display means display numeral "0" when said 
print control information is not set in any frame (any frame is not configured to be printed is set 
as "0", fig. 6, please notes that each picture/frame can be configured separately as shown in figs. 
4-12). 

Regarding claim 17, Hoshino further discloses a printer device according to claim 13, 
wherein said display control means makes said display means display "DPOF" (figs. 4-12 are for 
digital prints format for printing digital image data) in accordance with said setting a mode to 
said print control mode. 

Regarding claim 18, Hoshino further discloses a printer device according to claim 13, 
wherein said print control information is information on a number of prints (total prints 
corresponding to a selected frame, figs. 4-12) recoded corresponding to said frame. 

Regarding claim 19, Hoshino further discloses a printer device according to claim 13, 
wherein said part in which a message that said print control mode is not set is displayed is said 
same part in which number of prints to be printed is displayed in said display means (figs. 4-12 
show both frames to be printed and frames are not be printed). 
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Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Parulski et al (US 
6573927). 

Regarding claims 10, Parulski discloses a printer device (walk-up kiosk 16, fig. lb) 
capable of printing image information based on print control information written corresponding 
to said image information (i.e. print order utilization file contains number of total prints to be 
printed for each image file, appendix II, col. 9) photographed with an electronic photograph 
device (photographed by a digital camera 12, fig. la), comprising: 

• mode setting means (user buttons of walk-up kiosk, fig. lb) capable of setting a print control 
mode (user buttons for selecting print order files within removable memory device, fig. lb, and 
inherently, user buttons allowing users to manipulate the print order before printing) in which 
print control information (i.e. print order utilization file contains number of total prints to be 
printed for each image file, appendix II, col. 9) written corresponding to said image information 
is read; 

• judging means (inherently, walk-up kiosk includes a judging means for reading and judging 
which frame is programmed to be printed in the utilization file, appendix I-II, cols. 6-9 and col. 
3, lines 65-67 and col. 6, lines 18-45) forjudging whether or not a frame in which predetermined 
print control information is written exists (fig. 5 shows an example of three images data within 
an printer order "utilization file", wherein image #2 does not need to be printed, col. 6, lines 28- 
45 and see appendix II) when said print control mode is set; and 

• display control means (info display within the walk-up kiosk, fig. lb) for displaying a message 
that said print control information is not set in any frame when said judging means judges that 
said print control information is not set to any frame (utilization file contains print control 
information is not set for frame #2, col. 6, lines 28-45 and print control information is set for 
frame #3, and example of print control is "quantity" to be printed, fig. 5 and appendix II). 
Please also notes: utilization file stored in removable memory card can be also be sent to print 
provider and/or print at home's printer. 
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Regarding claim 11, Parulski further discloses a printer device according to claim 10, 
wherein said print control information is information in which a number of prints (i.e., "one copy 
of image 4", appendix II, col. 9) is set corresponding to image information of said respective 
frames. 

Regarding claim 12, Parulski further discloses a printer device according to claim 10, 
wherein said image information photographed with said electronic photograph device and said 
print control information set corresponding to said predetermined image information are stored 
in a storage medium which is freely attachable/detachable (removable memory card 36, fig. la 
and such memory card is readable by walk-up kiosk 16 and/or printer 48, col. 3, lines 65+) in 
said printer device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hoshino et al as 
described in claim 1 above, and further in view of Kubo (US 4383277). 

Regarding claim 3, Hoshino discloses a printer device with a display means for 
displaying plurality of message including total prints, but fails to explicitly disclose wherein a 
printer device including a calculating means subtract total number of prints to be printed along 
with said progress of said print operation, and said display means displays that a countdown is 
made with respect to said value of said subtracted number of prints. 

Kubo, in the same field of printing, teaches a printer device (copy machine 12, fig. 2) 
including a calculating means (copy machine 12 includes a total counter and a copy number 
register 32, fig. 3) subtract total number of prints to be printed along with said progress of said 
print operation (copy number register 32 decrements each time a page is printed from a total 
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prints, col. 3, lines 60-65). Please notes: it is known in the art that printers, and copy machines 
include a counter for counting total pages and/or remaining pages of a print job. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made by modifying printer device of Hoshino to include a counter as taught by Kubo for 
counting pages printed and/or remaining pages to be printed because of a following reason: (•) 
to accurately monitor the job progress, i.e., how many pages have been printed and/or how many 
pages are remaining to be printed. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Hoshino 
with Kubo to obtain the invention as specified in claim 3. 

Regarding claim 4, Kubo further discloses a printer device according to claim 3, wherein 
said calculating means subtracts (decrements each time a page is printed from a total prints, col. 
3, lines 60-65) said number of prints to be printed in a timing when said recording paper is 
discharged after said completion of printing or in a timing when said recording paper is taken in 
prior to printing. 

Regarding claim 5, the combinations of Hoshino and Kubo teaches a printer device 
according to claim 1, wherein said image information and said print control information are 
stored in a storage medium which is freely attachable/detachable (removable storage media 111, 
fig. 13, Hoshino) in said printer device, said calculating means calculates said total number (total 
number of prints, fig. 6) of prints to be printed based on said print control information stored in 
said storage medium and subtracts ((decrements each time a page is printed from a total prints, 
col. 3, lines 60-65 as taught by Kubo) said number of prints to be printed along with said 
progress of said print operation, and said display means displays (LCD as shown in fig. 13, 
Hoshino) that the countdown is made with respect to said value of said subtracted number prints. 

Regarding claim 6, Kubo further teaches a printer device according to claim 5, wherein 
said calculating means subtracts (decrements each time a page is printed from a total prints, col. 
3, lines 60-65) said number of prints to be printed in a timing when said recording paper is 
discharged after said completion of printing or in a timing when said recording paper is taken in 
prior to printing. 
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Regarding claim 7, Kubo further teaches a printer device according to claim 1, wherein a 
part in which a message that said print control mode is not set is displayed is said same part in 
which said frame number displayed in said display means a subtracted (decrements each time a 
page is printed from a total prints, col. 3, lines 60-65) print value and total number of prints to be 
printed are displayed. Please see Hoshino for displays means as shown in figs. 5-12. 

Regarding claims 8-9, Hoshino further teaches a printer device according to claim 3, 
wherein said calculating means redisplays (LCD 120 for redisplaying the previous total prints, 
fig. 13, it is also known the art that printers, copy machine includes a LCD for displaying a 
previous total print number) said total number of prints to be printed instead of said subtracted 
print value after said printing all pages is finished. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
• US 6426801 to Reed, discloses a stand-alone printer including removable/detachable drives for 
reading photographed images from removable memory cards. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thierry L Pham whose telephone number is (571) 2727439. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Thierry L. Pham n a a 






